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hunter-gatherers	 than	 settled	 farmers	 before	 their	 pacification	 in	 1814,	
though	 they	 cultivated	 garden	 foods	 for	 about	 twenty	 percent	 of	 their	
subsistence.		After	their	pacification	in	1814	and	their	resettlement	around	
















attempt	 to	 repeat	 the	 excitement	 I	 experienced	 during	 the	 writing	 of	
my	master’s	 thesis	 in	 cultural	 anthropology,	“A	Systematic	Approach	 to	
the	Study	of	Innovators,	Deviants,	and	Conformers	 through	the	Use	of	
Personal	Documents”	 (Crocker	 1953).	 	 I	wrote	most	 of	 the	 thesis	 in	 a	
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research	and	crafting	of	 the	 thesis	helped	me	define	my	own	 identity,	a	
need	characteristic	of	that	stage	of	my	life.
The	methodology	of	the	study	used	two	approaches	to	obtain	similar	






where	 the	 results	 of	 the	 quantitative	 approach	were	 invalid	 or	 spurious	
whenever	the	data	allowed	me	to	do	so.
With	Francisco	Pù?tô,2	Marcelino	Hàwpù,	 and	Raimundo	Roberto	
Kaapêl-tùk,	 I	 think	 that	 I	was	hoping	 to	 enter	 a	 similar	world	of	 close	
relationships	by	going	through	the	procedures	I	had	used	in	my	master’s	
thesis.		However,	the	demands	of	doctoral	field	research	took	precedence.	
Asking	 the	 research	 assistants	 to	 write	 their	 stories	 had	 to	 wait.	 	 My	
doctoral	research	with	the	Canela,	which	I	completed	in	the	fall	of	1960,	
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a	valuable	source	of	primary	data	for	me	in	my	work	in	anthropology	and	
for	those	who	would	come	after	me.












and	 at	 least	 two	 have	 translated	 their	 products	 into	 Portuguese.	 	 Since	
1997,	 almost	 all	 the	 diaries	 have	 been	 spoken	 onto	 tape	 in	Portuguese,	
though	 some	 diarists	 continued	writing	 and	 speaking	 in	Canela	 before	
translating	 their	work.	 	 In	2006,	 ten	Canela	men	and	two	women	were	






Administrators	 at	 the	Smithsonian,	where	 I	began	my	employment	
in	1962,	questioned	the	research	value	of	the	Canela	diaries.		One	stated	
that	he	did	not	see	how	scientific	results	could	be	derived	from	such	data.	
I	 was	 discouraged,	 but	 remembered	 how,	 in	 my	 master’s	 thesis,	 I	 had	
found	the	case	study	materials	more	meaningful	than	similar	data	derived	
quantitatively.		In	1966,	the	visiting	Claude	Lévi-Strauss	made	one	point	
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then,	I	have	not	doubted	the	worth	of	my	Canela	diaries.
Maybe	the	expression	“my		Canela	diaries”	gives	away	another	reason	
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Giving	 this	 occurrence	 a	more	 valid	 and	 full	 interpretation	 is	what	
intrigued	and	pleased	me.		In	any	case,	it	was	making	the	best	use	of	my	
field	 experience	 as	 a	 long-term	 research	 ethnographer.	 	 It	was	 enabling	





























Old	João	was	returning	home	from	Escalvado,	the Canela’s principle village,	to	
where	he	lived	inVila,	a small backland community of about 800 farmers,	when	
Nonato,6	a	sixteen-year-old	Canela	male,	killed	him.		It	was	around	6:30	in	
the	morning,	with the sun already rising,	when	Nonato,	waiting	and	sitting	
in	the	middle	of	the tire-track road cut through the cerrado countryside	near	the	
Raposa	stream,	met	Old	João	directly.		Letting	him	pass,	Nonato	struck	him	
5
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Old João had been bringing food for many years from Vila to sell in Escalvado only 
40 kilometers to the west.  He loaded his donkey with goods such as manioc flour, 
rice, brown sugar blocks, salted meat, coffee, and biscuits.  He	and	his	grandson	had	
spent	the	night	in	the	house	of	a	Canela	political	leader,	having	sold	all	of	the	
goods	the	day	before.		Rising early to take advantage of the cool of the morning, 
Old João could not possibly have anticipated his coming demise.  Nonato’s	father,	
with	Nonato	as	a	boy,	had	stayed	in	Old	João’s	house	in	Vila	as	guests	many	
times	over	the	years.		They	were	family	friends.
I first heard about this disaster for the Canela during my monthly telephone call 
with my Brazilian research representative at the end of January, 2006.  Julio 
Tavares lives in the city of Barra do Corda, 70 kilometers to the north of Escalvado. 
I was shocked at the news, but Julio Tavares assured me that the situation’s dangers 
would soon pass.  He had no details to give me.
After putting down the phone, I could think only of the attack on the Canela in 
1963, when ranchers from the same area had ransacked and burned the Canela 
village, killing five and wounding six Canela.  Relations between the backlanders 
and the Canela had been bitter.  Backlanders had declared that they wanted to kill 
certain Canela individuals, especially my future diarist Raimundo Roberto.  Thus, 
I was concerned about a new period of hateful and distant relations developing 















Most	 of	 the	 accounts	 are	 consistent	 with	 each	 other	 on	 the	major	
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The	first	of	the	twelve	questions	that	I	sent	them	was:		Now that nearly 
three months have passed, what do you think may have been the reason why 

























representative	 to	 our	municipality	 [a	 branch	 of	 the	Brazilian	 government]	
…	should	be	taking	care	of	us,	but	he	is	not,	and	neither	is	our	Secretary	of	
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It	 was	 just	 for	 money	 that	 Nonato	 killed	Old	 João.	 	 Nonato	 was	 having	
sex	with	 two	 [Canela]	women	who	 are	 prostitutes,	 and	 these	 two	women	
demanded	that	Nonato	provide	money.













and	 he	will	 participate	 in	 the	 graduation	 of	 the	 I?kre-re-käm	Festival	 [of	
warriors	for	the	formation	of	adolescents].		He	began	to	participate	in	this	
8
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was	 robbery	 for	money	 (question	 1),	 two	 diarists	 said	 that	Nonato	 did	
it	 on	 his	 own	 volition,	 implying	 there	 were	 no	 other	 factors	 (question	
2),	 and	 seven	 diarists	 involved	 other	 factors	 (question	 3).	 	Considering	
9
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prostitutes	 is	more	 believable,	 because	 the	 two	 younger	 diarists	 provide	






charged	high	 prices.	 	One	 diarist	 describes	 how	Nonato’s	 friends,	male	
and	 female,	 were	 leaving	 him	 as	 his	 behavior	 was	 getting	worse,	 as	 he	
was	getting	more	and	more	into	drinking	cachaça	(sugarcane	alcohol)	and	
smoking	marijuana.	 	 Since	he	was	 sixteen,	 single,	 and	had	 a	 strong	 sex	
drive	(one	diarist	implies),	he	had	to	rely	on	prostitutes.7		They	were	less	




prostitutes	were,	 in	 fact,	 withholding	 their	 services	 for	 back	 payments.	
This	had	to	 frustrate	Nonato,	 so	when	drunk	and	drugged,	he	acted	by	
killing	for	money	to	pay	the	prostitutes.		One	of	them,	probably	jokingly,	
may	 have	 promised	 him	marriage,	 despite	 being	much	 older	 than	 him.	
Nevertheless,	I	maintain	that	nothing	would	have	happened	if	he	had	not	
10
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range	 of	 explanations	 from	 the	 diarists	 is	 ethnographically	 important	
because	 it	 includes	 the	elements	Canela	people	 see	as	most	 likely	 to	be	
significant.		A	qualitatively	oriented	interpretation	of	materials	is	helpful	
therefore	for	providing	ethnographic	understanding.		Usually	such	materials	






VARIOUS USES OF THE DIARY MATERIALS




While at Home.  The	program	has	brought	me	 timely	news	of	 the	
tribe	so	that	when	I	returned,	I	knew	better	what	to	ask.	 	I	could	catch	
up	more	 easily	with	 the	 events	 that	 had	 taken	 place	 between	my	 trips.	
This	advantage	was	very	important	for	the	earlier	visits	during	the	1950s	
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In	 a	 book	 chapter,	 we	 published	 four	 Canela	 commentaries	 on	





when	I	pluck	my	eye-lashes,	 I	become	 feverish.	 	And	when	I	 cut	 the	hair	
of	my	 head	 [the	Canela	way]	 I	 come	 down	with	 a	 fever,	 also.	 	A	 person	
may	think	that	I	am	lying	…	However,	I	am	speaking	the	truth,	Professor	
(Crocker	and	Crocker	2007:46).
While in the Field.  Having	 a	 group	 of	 diarists	 making	 monthly	
reports	to	me	also	has	its	advantages	when	I	am	in	the	field.		The	Canela	
do	everything	in	groups,	whether	in	age	classes	or	within	one	of	their	five	
moieties.	 	Having	my	own	group	 (of	diarists,	 albeit	 a	 unique	group	 for	
the	Canela	community)	gives	me	recognition	and	prestige.		Members	of	
12
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A	 selected	number	of	 them	 formed	what	 I	 called	my	 research	 assistant	
council,	the	composition	of	which	changed	depending	on	the	topic	being	






Since	 the	 diarists’	 monthly	 commentaries	 to	 me	 were	 often	 quite	
personal—all	 about	 their	 troubles	 and	 hopes—I	 got	 to	 know	 some	 of	












There	were	 several	benefits	 from	the	diary	program	for	 the	Canela.	
First,	 the	 diarists	 were	 paid,	 that	 is,	 I	 bought	 their	 diaries.	 	To	 know	
how	much	to	pay	a	diarist,	I	found	out	how	much	a	worker	in	the	field	
of	 a	backland	 farm	owner	was	paid	daily.	 	 I	 then	doubled	 this	 amount,	
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The	man	who	teaches	 the	first	 four	grades	 in	 the	Canela	village	 school	
also	spoke	about	the	project.			He	is	a	man	who	spent	several	months	in	
Germany	learning	dentistry	during	the	early	1990s	and	two	weeks	in	the	































to	 collect	 the	 data	 from	 their	 people.	 	They	 said	 that	 they	 liked	 being	
anthropologists	themselves.
15
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because	 this	 term	 has	 such	 bad	 connotations	 throughout	 the	 Amazon.	
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end	 of	 each	 trip	 in	 order	 to	 foster	
our	 personal	 relationship.	 	 It	 was	
also	to	encourage	them	to	form	their	
letters	 better,	 to	 use	 the	 accepted	
phonemic	 symbols	 correctly,	 and	 to	
ask	 them	 questions	 about	 some	 of	
their	 reporting.	 	 For	 the	 speaking	
diarists,	 since	 1997,	 I	 have	 phoned	
Julio	Tavares	most	months	and	have	
asked	 him	 to	 tell	 them	 to	 hold	 the	
tape	recorder	closer	to	their	mouths,	
to	speak	more	slowly,	or	to	pronounce	
more	 distinctly,	 depending	 on	 the	
person	 and	 the	 particular	 problem.	
During	each	of	my	visits	since	1997,	
we	 have	 been	 meeting	 more	 as	 a	
research	 group	 than	 as	 before	 with	
the	 personal	 interviews,	 which	 may	
not	be	as	good	for	rapport.		However,	





their	 ability,	 age,	 and	 sex,9	 as	 well	
as	 for	 their	motivation	 and	 for	 how	
well	they	would	fit	into	the	group.		In	
2001,	I	held	a	contest	for	one	position	
for	 which	 there	 were	 twenty-seven	
entrants.10	 I	 have	 had	 to	 dismiss	
several	 diarists	 for	 various	 reasons,	
such	 as	 selling	 the	 tape	 recorder	 or	
typewriter,	or	not	being	able	 to	hear	
their	 own	 phonemes	 correctly	 when	
writing.





introducing	 more	 cultural	 change.	
Figure 1. 
Raimundo Roberto is so accustomed to 
speaking his diary entries that he wants 
more time for his monthly taping.  2003. 
[photo by Bill Crocker]
Figure 2. 
Marcelino was the first diarist, 
but his writings were burned in a 
ranchers’ attack on his village in 
1963.  1995.  [photo by Myles Crocker]
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Distance	is	also	necessary	because	they	




from	a	 society	 run	by	 the	 commands	
of	 their	 leaders	 (without	 any	money)	
to	 a	 society	 run	 largely	by	 the	power	
of	money	 in	 individual	hands.	 	Their	
expectations,	not	yet	being	formed	by	
Western	 concepts,	 are	 unlimited	 and	
cannot	possibly	be	met.		In	their	letters	
they	 always	 ask	 for	money	 and	more	
money.
Confidentiality	 and	 trust	 are	
important.	 	When	 their	 manuscripts	
and	tapes	were	in	their	language,	only	I	
could	understand	them.		Now	that	they	
speak	 on	 tape	 mostly	 in	 Portuguese,	
Julio	 Tavares	 can	 understand	 them	
too.	 	 However,	 he	 knows	 that	 the	
diaries	must	 remain	 confidential,	 and	
that	he	must	not	take	any	action	based	
on	what	the	diarists	have	said.		I	know	
that	 he	 rarely	 listens	when	he	 copies	
the	 microcassettes.	 	 Nevertheless,	 I	
must	keep	the	trust	of	the	diarists,	as	
the	following	example	illustrates.		After	
the	messianic	movement	 of	 1999,	 its	
leader,	 a	prophet	 for	 a	while,	became	
discredited.		The	Canela	had	sold	their	
animals	 and	 lost	 their	 crops	 because	
of	his	predictions,	 and	 therefore	 they	
experienced	 considerable	 hunger	 for	
two	 years.	 	When	 I	 spoke	 to	 several	
of	 my	 diarists	 after	 interviewing	 the	
exprophet,	they	asked	me	what	he	had	
said	about	hearing	voices.		I	answered	
that	 I	 could	not	 reveal	 to	 one	diarist	
what	 another	 diarist	 had	 told	 me,	
confirming	an	old	understanding.
Figure 3. 
Juliana’s common sense talk provides facts 
Bill Crocker can rely on.  2007.  [photo by 
Bill Crocker]
Figure 4.  
Fabiana speaks fervently in her diary 
entries about difficulties between Indians 
and whites.  2003.  [photo by Bill Crocker]
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Julio	Tavares	buys	the	manuscripts	
and	 tapes	 from	 each	 diarist	monthly.	
The	 diarists	 come	 into	 the	 city	 to	
deliver	 their	 manuscripts	 and	 tapes	
and	 receive	 their	 compensation.	
Julio	 looks	 their	 products	 over	 and	
accepts	 them	 unless	 they	 do	 not	
meet	understood	standards.		Between	
1966	 and	 1979,	 Julio’s	 predecessor,	
Jaldo	 Pereira	 Santos	 performed	 this	
role.	 	 He	 sent	 the	 manuscripts	 and	
tapes	with	 a	 friend	 or	 colleague	who	
happened	 to	 be	 going	 to	 Belém	 to	
be	 delivered	 to	 the	Goeldi	Museum.	
There,	 a	 colleague,	 the	 late	Expedito	
Arnaud,	 took	 them	 to	 the	American	
Consulate	where	 they	were	 placed	 in	
the	diplomatic	pouch	and	sent	to	the	
Smithsonian	 as	 part	 of	 the	 United	
States	 government	mail.	 	 Since	 Julio	
Tavares	assumed	this	role	in	1991,	with	
the	military	government	out	of	power,	





Research	 Council	 of	 Brazil	 (CNPq)	
and	 the	 Indian	 service	 (FUNAI)	 to	
carry	out	this	diary	program.





uses.	 	The	manuscripts	 and	 tapes	 are	
stored	at	 the	Smithsonian	 Institution	
in	 Washington,	 DC.	 	 Originals	 are	
Figure 5. 
Raimundinho Biato speaks onto tape his 
philosophical commentary on life with an 
intercultural perspective.  1995.  [photo by 
Carl Hansen]
Figure 6. 
Francisquinho types two to three sentences 
in Canela, translates them into Portuguese, 
and then speaks them onto his monthly 
tape.  2007.  [photo by David Epstein] 
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have	 living,	 immediate	descendants.	 	These	Canela	 individuals	must	 be	




The	 Smithsonian	 will	 probably	 not	 administer	 these	 materials.	
Instead,	the	personnel	of	the	Timbira	Research	and	Education	Foundation	
of	Charlottesville,	Virginia,	will	 be	 furnishing	 copies	 of	 the	diaries	 and	
helping	 to	decide	who	may	use	 them.	 	This	 foundation	has	 reached	an	
agreement	 with	 the	 Universidade	 Federal	 do	 Maranhão	 in	 São	 Luis,	
Maranhão,	the	state	of	Brazil	 in	which	the	Canela	reside.	 	Persons	who	
want	 to	 use	 the	 Canela	 diary	 collection	 will	 first	 have	 to	 contact	 the	
National	 Anthropological	 Archives	 and	 then	 make	 arrangements	 with	
both	the	foundation	and	the	university.12
I	see	users	of	this	collection	producing	autobiographies,	biographies,	
culture	 change	 and	 contact	 studies,	 comparative	 psychological	 analyses,	






to	 support	 points	made	 in	 articles	 and	books,	 as	well	 as	 to	 supplement	
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On	 the	personal	 side,	 I	 realize	 that	 if	 I	 get	 to	be	ninety	or	ninety-
five	years	old	(I	am	now	eighty-two)	I	will	still	have	fascinating	Canela	
materials	with	which	to	work	on	at	home.		Moreover,	I	will	have	the	special	








of	 the	 Canela	 council	 of	 elders	 favor	 a	 Brazilian	 education	 for	 their	
grandchildren	may	well	be,	at	least	partially,	the	result	of	the	leadership	on	
the	council	provided	by	three	of	my	diarists.		The	elders	say	that	they	want	

















need	materials,	 including	personal	documents, on	how	individuals	 faced	
problems	 resulting	 from culture	 change	while	 the	world’s	 cultures	were	
becoming	increasingly	homogenized.16
21
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booklets	 (usually	 5.5	 inches	 by	 8	 inches)	 of	 handwritten	 diaries,	 done	 once	 a	






The	 full-scale	collecting	program	started	 in	1966	and	continues	 to	 the	 time	of	
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10.	 	Not	 long	 before	 leaving	 the	Canela	 in	 2001,	 I	 invited	 young	Canela	










partly	 because	 of	 the	Canela’s	 constant	 begging	 for	money.	 	The	 diarist	 begs,	
or	 others	 beg	 through	 the	 diarist.	 	They	 consider	 begging	 their	 right.	 	 Since	
they	 surrendered	 to	 the	Brazilians	 in	 1814,	 the	Canela	 have	 believed	 that	 the	










12.	 	 The	 Timbira	 Research	 and	 Education	 Foundation	 is	 a	 501(c)(3),	
which	was	founded	in	1994	and	accepted	by	the	IRS	in	1995.	Technically,	it	 is	
run	out	of	 the	 law	office	of	McGuireWoods	 in	Charlottesville,	Virginia.	 	But,	








13.	 	 Francisquinho	 Tep-hot’s	 procedure	 for	 diary	 making	 could	 help	 an	
outsider	learn	Canela.		Francisquinho	uses	a	typewriter	and	8.3	by	11.6	inch	paper	
to	write fifteen	 pages	 a	month.	 	 Before	 2006,	 he	wrote	 thirty	 pages	 a	month,	
23
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Institution.	 	Funds	 also	 came	 from	 the	Wenner-Gren	Foudation,	 the	National	
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